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Mr. Chairman, I rise today in support of the 
Generations Invigorating Volunteerism and 
Education Act, the GIVE Act, H.R. 2857. I 
congratulate Chairman MILLER and Chair-
woman MCCARTHY and Ranking Members 
MCKEON and PLATTS on their work toward this 
day and moving us closer to finally reauthor-
izing the Corportation for National and Com-
munity Service. 

There are many noteworthy programs in the 
GIVE Act, including Senior Corps and 
AmeriCorps, which give countless Americans 
the opportunity to volunteer. Today, I would 
like to bring attention to a new and very prom-
ising program that I have worked to include in 
the GIVE Act. This new part of the law will 
provide grants to non-profit organizations to 
encourage increased volunteer, community, 
workforce, and educational participation in 
older adults. 

Recent research shows that Americans in 
the second half of life—regardless of income, 
educational level, or race—want to explore op-
tions for the next stage of life, including serv-
ice opportunities, obtaining new training, re-
tooling existing skills, pursuing educational in-
terests, and exploring flexible work. 

This initiative is a timely and necessary way 
to help the large U.S. ‘boomer’ generation 
make the transition to a new productive life 
phase by providing support and community 
connections for ongoing learning, develop-
ment, and contribution to society. Similar pro-
grams currently function as an initiative of 
Civic Ventures and are a proven success. 

I am hopeful that we will be able to bring a 
program to my district to assist those that are 
in a transition period, whether they have lost 
a job, are looking for a career change, or 
would like to move into a volunteer role in the 
community. 

Mr. Chairman, again I thank the leadership 
of the Education and Labor Committee and its 

excellent staff for assisting in securing this 
program authorization and in moving the GIVE 
Act forward. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise today in strong support of H.R. 
2857, the ‘‘Generations Invigorating Vol-
unteerism and Education Act’’ or the ‘‘GIVE 
Act.’’ I would like to thank my colleague Con-
gresswoman MCCARTHY for introducing this 
important legislation, as well as the Chairman 
of the Committee on Education and Labor, 
Congressman GEORGE MILLER, for his leader-
ship in bringing the bill to the floor today. 

Mr. Chairman, this legislation will make vital 
strides toward expanding and improving key 
community service programs, including 
AmeriCorps, VISTA, Senior Corps, and Learn 
and Serve America. The GIVE Act works to 
ensure that volunteers, and the organizations 
that support them, will receive the resources 
that they need to continue their vital work in 
our communities. 

Today’s legislation embodies the altruistic 
spirit that has made our Nation great. Great 
numbers of Americans donate their time and 
their unique skills and gifts to our cities and 
communities, without any expectation of com-
pensation or material reward. According to a 
2005 study, 29 percent of the American public, 
or about 65.4 million people, had volunteered 
in the past year. 

This legislation engages our youth and fos-
ters a sense of civic duty. At many of our His-
torically Black Colleges and Universities the 
idea of continual service to community is em-
bedded into the very walls of the institution. 
Right in this city, Howard University has sym-
bolically and yet openly stated its belief in 
service. Veritas and Utilitas, Truth and Service 
is on the very seal of the University. Institu-
tions such as Texas Southern University and 
Texas A&M University continue to provide our 
young people with leadership skills that are 
grounded in service and compassion for their 
fellow man. 

That is why I was so pleased to see Section 
1202 of this legislation, giving special consid-
eration to Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities, Hispanic Serving Institutions, and 
Tribal Colleges and Universities. I want to 
thank Chairman MILLER for allowing me to add 
to this great bill. By adding predominately mi-
nority community colleges to the list of those 
to receive special consideration, we help so 
many more students who have a commitment 
to service. 

Our community colleges are growing as 
many of our returning veterans, single parents, 
and seniors desire to make a change in their 
life circumstances and simply cannot afford 
traditional higher education. A sense of civic 
engagement is not fostered only among stu-
dents at Harvard and Berkeley; it is also found 
among students at community colleges like 
Houston Community College and North Harris 
College. I thank the Chairman for recognizing 
this needed addition and incorporating it into 
the Manager’s Amendment. 

The GIVE Act would: (1) increase the num-
ber of AmeriCorps volunteers from 75,000 to 
100,000 by 2012; (2) increase stipends for 
AmeriCorps volunteers from $4,725 to $5,225 
by 2012; (3) initiate a ‘‘Summer of Service’’ 
program for young people from middle school 
through high school to give them the oppor-
tunity to spend a summer in service to their 
community, for which they would receive a 
$500 stipend for college or for college prepa-

ration; and (4) create an AmeriCorps Alumni 
Reserves Network aimed at tapping into the 
skills and experience of alumni volunteers, 
with a particular focus on assisting during 
emergencies or natural disasters. 

I am proud to cosponsor legislation that will 
add service before self to our leaders of to-
morrow. I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this legislation. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
in support of the Generations Invigorating Vol-
unteerism and Education Act. I would like to 
thank Chairman GEORGE MILLER, Ranking 
Member MCKEON, Chairwoman MCCARTHY, 
and Ranking Member PLATTS for their work on 
this bill. 

H.R. 2857 reauthorizes the national service 
programs for the first time in over 10 years 
and contains many positive changes and up-
dates for these programs. During committee 
consideration of the bill, I added language to 
make many of these programs more acces-
sible for court-involved youth and adults, in-
cluding individuals who have previously been 
incarcerated. I believe that getting these indi-
viduals involved in service could be a positive 
first step to reintegrating these individuals into 
their communities and giving them an avenue 
to begin positively participating in society. 

Although I support this bill, I remained con-
cerned about one provision, which requires 
the recompetition of grants under the Retired 
Senior Volunteer Program, RSVP. During 
committee consideration of this bill, Congress-
man HARE and I submitted an amendment that 
would have given existing RSVP grantees in 
good standing priority consideration for future 
grants. Since that time, we have worked with 
the committee to improve the provision that is 
in the bill, including giving existing programs 
technical assistance and additional time to 
prepare for recompetition. I appreciate this 
work towards a more fair system. 

However, I believe that existing programs in 
good standing should be given a stronger pri-
ority in the recompetition process, whether 
that is by only recompeting under-performing 
programs such as in the Head Start program 
or by utilizing a prior experience point system 
such as in the TRIO programs. Through serv-
ing their communities for many years and in 
some cases decades, these existing programs 
have established strong ties in their commu-
nities on which many seniors rely and from 
which many others benefit. I remain con-
cerned that the language in the base bill will 
create a recompetition process that will essen-
tially become a grant-writing competition with-
out consideration for current RSVP programs’ 
experience and effectiveness. 

Although I remain concerned about the re-
competition process for RSVP programs, I in-
tend to support the bill and urge my col-
leagues to support it as well. 

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. 
Chairman, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port H.R. 2857, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. All time for 
general debate has expired. 

Pursuant to the rule, the amendment 
in the nature of a substitute printed in 
the bill shall be considered as an origi-
nal bill for the purpose of amendment 
under the 5-minute rule and shall be 
considered read. 
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